
The LIVING NEW DEAL
Still Working for America

It was the hardest of hard times. Yet during the Great Depression 
our country made an unprecedented investment in America.  
The Living New Deal is making visible that enduring legacy.



A FORGOTTEN LEGACY 

One in four Americans was unemployed in 1933 when President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt launched the New Deal, a constellation of federal programs that 

brought jobs, hope, and progress to America. 
Millions of men and women—skilled and unskilled—were given the chance to 

work. In little more than a decade, they constructed a vast infrastructure that touched 
every state, city, and town in America. Highways, bridges, power grids, sewers, 
hospitals, schools, theaters, libraries, city halls, post offices, airports, and parks built 
by the New Deal are still used today. But because public works were rarely signed, 
the New Deal’s ongoing contribution to American life goes unrecognized. 

Works Progress Administration workers in Berkeley, California, building the Brazilian Room  
in Tilden Regional Park.

Long after the workers of the Civil Works Administration 
are dead and gone and these hard times are forgotten, 

their effort will be remembered by permanent useful works 
in every county and every state.

—Harry L. Hopkins 
Director of the CWA and WPA, 1936
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HARD TIMES, OUR TIMES
The New Deal is the exemplar for what can 
be achieved when a nation invests in its own 
citizens in troubled times. Many who worked 
for the New Deal believed they were not only 
serving their families and communities, but also 
building the foundation for a great civilization. 

Remarkably, no national registry exists 
of what the New Deal and its public-spirited 
workers left to future generations. This impor-
tant legacy, and the vision of government that 
inspired it, are vanishing before our eyes. 

Today, as our nation’s infrastructure 
crumbles, more Americans are unemployed 
than at any time since the Great Depression. 

The public spaces that were the hallmark of the New Deal—post offices, schools, 
theaters, and parks are disappearing—sold or demolished, along with murals, 
mosaics and sculptures by New Deal artists that once graced the public domain. 

The Canoga Park, California Post Office is one of more than a thousand built during the  
New Deal. Many are now up for sale. Its mural, “Palomino Ponies,” by Maynard Dixon,  
was installed in 1942.

A breadline in New York City, 1932

To those who say that our expenditures for Public Works and other 
means for recovery are a waste that we cannot afford, I answer that  

no country, however rich, can afford the waste of its human resources.

—President Franklin D. Roosevelt
Radio Address, September 30, 1934
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REDISCOVERING THE NEW DEAL
The Living New Deal has undertaken 
an ambitious rediscovery of the New 
Deal’s forgotten legacy.

In 2006 at the university of California, 
Berkeley, scholars in the Department  
of Geography began mapping the New 
Deal’s accomplishments. More than a 
thousand New Deal sites were docu-
mented in California alone.

The endeavor led to The Living New Deal, a project dedicated to cataloging 
New Deal structures in every state in an open source database. The database links 
to an interactive map, designed to show the cumulative impact of the New Deal on 
Americans’ lives and landscape. 

ultimately, the archive will include oral histories, recordings, and photographs 
of those who worked for and were touched by the New Deal. 

A corps of volunteers is working to rediscover and document New Deal sites 
community by community. The Living New Deal’s growing list of collaborators 
includes students, writers, artists, and scholars at universities, media outlets, 
think tanks, historical societies, libraries, museums, and nonprofit organizations 
across the nation.

In 1939, the Works Progress Administration funded construction of the San Antonio River 
Walk. Today it is the number one tourist attraction in Texas.  

Mosaic plaque 
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The Federal Trade Commission 
building in Washington, D.C., was 
completed in 1938. Man Controlling 
Trade, by sculptor Michael Lantz,  
is one of many works of art that 
ornament the building. 

Works created under the Federal 
Art Project stand among the most 
significant public art in the  
country. Augusta Savage with  
one of her sculptures, 1938.
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TOWARD A NEW NEW DEAL
In 2012, The Living New Deal launched a 
campaign to raise $250,000 to complete 
the archive. with support from the Depart-
ment of Geography at the university of 
California, Berkeley; foundation grants; and 
a significant challenge grant, The Living New 
Deal is turning to individuals for additional 
support to complete and maintain The Living 
New Deal online archive. 

Your contribution will enable us to 

•  Create an open source archive that reveals 
the true impact of the New Deal on 
American life, then and now.

•  Preserve the stories of those who worked 
for and were touched by the New Deal.

• Engage volunteers to document, celebrate, and defend New Deal sites from 
neglect and destruction. 

•  Place markers on New Deal buildings, murals, parks, and other public 
works to help ensure preservation.

•  Educate the public and policymakers about the New Deal and what could 
be done to help America during tough times like these.

WITH YOUR HELP
The legacy of the New Deal has much  
to teach about farsighted leadership  
and what can be achieved when our  
country rallies to serve the needs of  
ordinary people in troubled times. 

with your help the New Deal’s  
legacy will be revived and celebrated  
for generations to come. we  
welcome your support. Your  
contributions are tax-deductible.



The WPA produced 1,000 miles of new and rebuilt airport runways, 
651,000 miles of highway, 124,000 bridges, 8,000 parks, and 18,000 
playgrounds and athletic fields; some 84,000 miles of drainage pipes, 
69,000 highway light standards, and 125,000 public buildings 
were built, rebuilt, or expanded. To this day, Americans still rely on 
its works for transportation, electricity, flood control, housing, and 
community amenities.

—Michael Hiltzik, The New Deal: A Modern History

Cover: Mural: Industrial Life by Seymour Fogel, 1941, Health and Human Services Building, 
Washington, D.C. Courtesy the Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Collection. 

Background photo: The “CCC boys” of the Civilian Conservation Corps changed the face 
of parks and public lands across the country. Rock Creek Camp, California,1933.  
Courtesy Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, Hyde Park, NY.

The Living New Deal
university of California

Department of Geography 
505 McCone Hall

Berkeley, CA 94720
510-642-3903 

livingnewdeal.org

Guardian of water, by WPA artist Donal Hord, adorns the San Diego County 
Administration Center, completed in 1937.

In partnership with the National New Deal Preservation Association, www.newdeallegacy.org
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